
Queries for Friendly 7s 
Worship Sharing on Vocal Ministry 

 
 
“Brevity is an under-appreciated virtue.”  

Faith and Practice Revision Committee, Baltimore Yearly Meeting, Proposed Advice on Vocal Ministry 
 
“The theory of vocal ministry is simple. As the worshipers sit together in silence to wait 
upon the Lord, anyone among them may find arising in his consciousness a message 
which he feels is intended for more than his self alone. It is then his obligation to deliver 
that message, and to cease speaking when he has delivered it. He must learn to recognize 
the unique sense of urgency which is evidence of a divine requirement. If a thought comes 
to him with peculiar life and power, he may be justified in assuming that this is a sign from 
God to speak. He may sometimes be mistaken. . . “ 

Howard Brinton, Friends for 300 Years 
 
We have probably all had the experience of wondering whether vocal ministry offered at a 
Meeting for Worship was actually Spirit-led, or whether it was perhaps not fully ripened, or 
even worse, was scripted or preplanned.  We may have even had the experience of coming 
to Meeting with a particular concern or profound thought of our own, already having an 
inkling that we would be “prompted” to share our insight with the group.   
 
And we have probably also all had the experience of giving or receiving vocal ministry so 
inspired, so clearly not spoken by  a Friend, but through him or her, in a Meeting so 
gathered that it could only be described , in the words of Isaac Pennington, as “a mystery 
under the direction of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 

Queries for Friendly 7s   Session  #2: 
 

• What is your experience of a “gathered Meeting?”  Has vocal ministry been an 
important part of that gathering?  

• Friends have advised one another over the centuries: “Speak only if thou canst 
improve upon the silence.” How do you discern when to speak and when not to 
speak?  

• Not all vocal ministry is equally meaningful to all present.  How do you practice 
listening for the Truth that may be revealed by the ministry offered by a Friend when 
the message does not speak to you or your condition? 


